LWZ [3, 4] indicated that relativistic effects are important in the calculation of the ordered-alloy formation energy. We agree, but point out that the same features responsible for lowering the ordered (Lip) energy will also lower the energy of the disordered state. The shift to lower energies of the s bands, when relativity is included, is common in both phases. They have determined the origin of the ordered-alloy formation energy but they cannot address questions that differentiate between the ordered and disordered states. We found [I] that the bonding differences between ordered and disordered states come from d-hybridization effects in the valence bands and are virtually unaffected by relativity.
Questions regarding the role of size mismatch can now be addressed. Size mismatch can influence E"and hE in different ways. In our view, there are two effects in operation here. The first is given by the Hume-Rothery 15% rule, which permits mixing if the size difference is not too large [5] . This is what LWZ [3, 4] ([l] and [3] )give complementary in-
